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EEC touts prudence of PPP projects

Total venty i
L ver -u.recapltal High-speed
655 bilion baht railway
Private venture

_ WS bitionbaht e

Public venture airport

FOUR KEY INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
IN EEC AND EXPECTED NET RETURN

Inves! t {
Ui to Proceed

(NTP) |

Notice
Operational

[ private

305¢
(DCR376%).

Return to the
government
| (billion baht)

239 pillion baht

Map Ta Phut
Industrial Port
Phas

Return from the private
sector to the public

440 biliion baht Laem
Chabang
The government obtains Por
net return :

201 villion baht

ase 3
Total 4 projects.

Source: EEC Office
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our key infrastructure projects in

the flagship Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC) are saving the state sig-
nificant amounts of money because of
their public-private partnership (PPP)
funding, in addition to offering a net
return of more than 200 billion baht
for the government, according to the
EEC Office. :

Kanit Sang; secretary-g 15
of the EEC Office, said the infrastruc-
ture projects comprise: high-speed
railway links between three airports;
development of U-tapao airport; and
the Map Ta Phut Industrial Port Phase 3
and Laem Chabang Port Phase 3, which
have already signed joint partnership
deals with winning bidders.

“The PPP scheme is instrumental to
the development of infrastructure in the
EEC, which requires massive capital,”
said Mr Kanit. “The scheme can signif-
icantly reduce the state’s expenditur
budget” : h

The four development projects are
worth a combined 655 billion baht,
with the private sector doling out 416
billion and the government making up
239 billion. 2k

Returns from the private sector to the:

Varkets plungeon &
1ew variant fears

ayut bans tr

Hh

Survey: 40% of SMEs |
prudence of face high risk of
PPP projects

5 FOURKEY INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
IN EEC AND EXPECTED NET REYURN

BANGKOK PO

he said. iz

According to Mr Kanit, construction
of high-speed rail linking Suvarnab-
humi, Don Mueang and U-tapao air-
ports will start early next year after the
State Railway of Thailand completes
delivery of the construction areas.

- The development of U-tapao airport
is scheduled to begin construction work
next year. 7

The third phase of the Map Ta Phut
deep-sea port has already started con-
struction and is scheduled to become
operational in 2026, while the Laem

| Chabang deep-sea port’s latest phase
s slated to see operations for the first

stage begin in 2023.

Mr Kanit said the EEC is accelerat-
inginfrastructure development to meet
schedules as his office aims to draw
investment at an average of 500 billion
baht a year between 2022 and 2026.

“The government also agreed on the
revised investment plans for the EEC
as it aims to drive economic growth by
5% a year between 2022 and 2026,” he
said. “The EEC is hoping to become the
country’s vital investment destination
during this period”

The EEC Policy Committee’s meet-
ing, chaired by Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha, last month endorsed the

revised investment plan for the EEC for
2022-26, with a total investment value
of 2.2 trillion baht.

Of the total, about 200 billion baht
would come from investment in the
Eastern Aviation City; city development
around U-tapao airport; and develop-
ment around the main high-speed rail
stations linking the three airports.

1t in targeted industries is
estimated at 400 billion baht a year, of
‘which 250 billion would be from normal
annual investment, with the remainder
from new S-curve industries such as
electric vehicles, digital, medical ser-
vices, logistics, smart farms, and food.
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