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for the first phase of development of an
aircraft maintenance centre, while the
second details the first phase of air freight
‘ and logistics development. The third MoU
underlines cooperation on personal devel-
| opment in the field of aerospace.

In a separate MoU signing, PTT Plc, 50
educational institutes and some private
companies agreed yesterday to establish
an Eastern Economic Corridor on Innova-

n - tion worth 1 billion baht.

Thai Lion circles U-tapao: Page BS
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha (sitting, centre) and of the ic team pose with executives
h of foreign companies that plan to make investments in the EEC gcheme. APICHART JINAKUL
s 1 outlay will come from the central budget Bangkok-Rayong high-speed rail project
6’ 500 rai aIIOtted to ofﬁscyal 2018. & worth 158 billion baht, which is expected
. The second runway is expected to be to be opened for bidding this year under
bl'uld EEC hub operational in three ye};r& > the PPP scheme, the 88-billion-baht third
The government will also allow public- phase o; t;‘_le Laembclltxmba;i d:lep-lflea
rivate partnership (PPP) for the airport’s port, and the 64.3-billion-baht double-
SHATRUDEE THERARAT geccnd Itaenninal. p{(EEE) 4 track rail link between the three deep-sea
Some 6,500 rai of areas around U-tapao The terminal is scheduled to be fin- ports of Bangkok, Laem Chabang and
airport will be developed into a special  ished in five years, increasing capacityat  Map Ta Phut.

investment promotion zone on aviation, the airport to 15 million passengers, up Mr Kanit said the premier is set to
a key component to support the govern-  {rom 3 million. ) . invoke Section 44 to expedite the PPP
ment’s much-touted Eastern Economic U-tapao development is part of Thai- scheme, completing the investment pro-

Corridor (EEC) scheme. land’s ambitious plan to be a regional cess in eight to 10 months.

— Kanit S bhan, secretary-g 1of iation hub. After raising the airport’s The National Economic and Social
the EEC Policy Committee, said the plan ~ €apacity to 15 million passengers in the  Development Board has been assigned
to upgrade the surrounding areas into an first phase, the second phase calls for ser- to map out the new government centre
aviation zone was approved at the com- vicing 30 milli('Jn passengers m lp years. and residential areas in Chachoengsao
mittee’s first meeting, chaired by Prime ~ Thefinalstageistohandle 60 millionpas-  province. The project is expected to take
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha. sengers in 20 years. o

‘ The 6,500-rai aviation zone will The developmentis projected torequire 15 ¥ears and cost 200 billion baht.
coveraircaft-related Bisi air cargo combined investment of 200 billion baht. > Zre ate evt;o;;me_n hioeh " rzyur
and warehouses, which will be 100% open U-tapaoairport developmentisthefirst  YeSiercay winessec \he SIgning ¥ 1\5[0'8‘)’

. ul S| il
for foreign investment. infrastructure project the governmentseri- on aeronautical industry deve%opmem
The committee also approved yesterday ously wants to open for bidding this year, between the Royal Thai Navy, Thai Air-
an 8-billion-baht investment _budget for he said. ways International Plc and the Civil Avia-
a second runway at U-tapao airport. The Other fast-track developments are the tion Training Centre. The first MoU calls
News ID: C-170406001075 Page: 2/2
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